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Ti E Addreſs! whith 'is refpeatully ſub- 
mitted to your confi ra on, will, we truſt, 
recall to your attention the” various plans, 
fabricated and' publiſhed by a certain deſerip- 
tion of perſons, calling themſelves, « The 
London Correſpondin g Societies.” For the 
purpoſe of obtaining redreſs for a number of | 


and imaginary grievances, among 
others, that of a more equal repreſentation of 


Wee! "_ men forgetful. of their 


1 


ſhops, ſheds, Ralls, and ſtands, bad ereted : 
: themſelves into a pigmy ſtate of legiſlation, 

ddand became ſo actually poſſeſſed with the 

f deluſive idea, , that purſuing their meaſures, 

the Executive Government thought it neceſ- 
fary to ſtop their career, and, /ik: the baſelkt fo 
Valrie of 4 wr. e 5 
behind. | 


7. Our 1 but Las envied Conſti- 
= tution, hath for ages withſtood many and 
various aſſaults, yet as a Phanix, it riſts 
with greater ſplendour, and boldly. repels every 

| attack. The principle objection to 3 ins: 
vulnerable and glorious fabric. made by thoſe: 


modern reformers, is it 8 baving been erected 
by their anceſtors, whoſe rude an 


” > 
K * 


- 


ad unculti- 
: vated. manners, with their i ignorance in pre- 
_ paring the materials and I putting ther tc t 
TY they fay, ſpoiled the building, a 


= they will think no more of them, or. hi they! 
=_ 5 did for the benefit of ſucceeding generations. 


* 

: 1 a 1 
| 5 Such 
* 4 - I 
5 5 . . 1 , *s; 3 

* 2 7 * - $ þ g 3 
' a ; 


ON 
Such, my fellow Citizens, mark the' out- 
lines of the conduct and gratitude of this 
ſelf· created Junto, we ſhall next proceed to 
their printed Reports, Reſolutions, &c. with 
Remarks on each reſpectively, and thereby 
exhibit to the nation, the machinations and 
deſigns of a dangerous but diſappointed faction, 
as becomes a man faithful to his Sovereign 
and Conſtitution, in the hope and confidence 
the ſame will (unimpaired) be handed down 
to the lateſt . 1 


e London, February, 1794. 
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REMARKS, 


As a . to the RzeyorT of a SUB Ca 
* the Lonpon ee e 


2 


Dau fon — ron 


6 | : f 1 Fa 
'R EPO R 7. 


IHE Sub e kicks duly exa· 
& mined the various ſtatutes of this realm, 
5 vice election of Members to ſerve 
er in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, more 
particularly ſuch as were enacted for the pur- 
e poſe of guarding againſt the prevalence of 
< bribery and corruptions at elections, and the 
© operation of every other ſpecies of undue in- 
c fluence upon the electors and elected; and 
ce reflecting upon the inefficacy of theſe provi- 
* _ with 1 to the prevention of evils, 
8 | 


ce 


Liberties, are decidedly. of opinion, that no 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


2 


Proof of * n who have deſerv- 


3 9 8 
—_ 2 5 
* ? C 
4 F k 
A 7 


which threaten the final extinction of our 


effectual reformation of the abuſes in queſtion 
can take place, unleſs the people exerciſe their 
inherent and undoubted right of reviewing the 
whole plan of delegation, and by recurring to 
the firſt principles of our Conſtitution, again 


ec eſtabliſh it upon its ancient foundation of 


( 


N and Rc _— 


Het &c. It aan be obſerved, that 
had the Sub Committee examined with 
cautious attention the ſeveral ſtatutes that 
had been enacted ſince the origin of Par- 
liaments, they muſt have found in thoſe 
ſtatutes one regular, uniform, and pro- 
greſſive continuation of facts, that thoſe 


ſeveral ſtatutes were wiſely enacted from 


time to time, as they became neceſſary to 
ſtrengthen, not deſtroy, but effectually to 
ſecure and confirm both to the electors 
and elected, their juſt rights and privi- 
leges, and to puniſh thoſe only, who, re- 
gardleſs of both the ſpirit and letter of 
the law, dared to act in defiance of both 
the one and the other; many. inſtances, 
Nay, recent ones, might be adduced in 


cu) 


edly met with exemplary puniſhment, If. 
vue may be permitted to aſk thoſe reform-. 
ing Aſſociates, . what is meant by a penal. 
ſtatute? If I underſtand it aright, its real 
| intention is, to deter and prevent. the 

_ commiſſion of . crimes, and to puniſh 

only in the laſt extremity; from hence it 
naturally followed, that in proportion to 
- the. increaſe. and various modes of the 
committing of offences, the Legiſlature 
were under the painful neceſſity of in- 
creaſing the penal ſtatutes, and it may 
not be improper juſt to hint, by way of 
caution, to thoſe who confeſſedly are in 
the habit of daily crying out againſt, and 
defaming the preſent mode. of adminiſ- 
trating public juſtice, more eſpecially 
aagainſt the preſent rulers and directors 
of the ſtate, leaſt the, reſentment of an 
inſulted nation may force them to that 

1 where rigid juſtice knows no diſ- 

tinction of party, or of men, be cheir 
5 rank in life what | it AT; - 

: Report RS pet hen 4 error. bares 6 ts 
te the ſanction of time, it appears to the un- 
e thinking mind under the ſemblance of truth; 

« and even men. of reflection, ho have formed 

s 2 T0 


( 2 ) 
& a juſt conception of its nature and its ten- 
te dency, are in ſuch circumſtances alarmed _ 
cc with apprehenſions at the firſt attempts for its 
ce correction, however, as the conſequence of 
& error, in proportion to its magnitude and 
e extent of operation, are manifeſtly evil, and 
te as conſtitutional errors may therefore be ſup- 
ce poſed to be unayoidably productive of national 
c calamity, it is ſurely more prudent, in the 
cc proper ſeaſon, to ſubmit to the perhaps ima- 
ce ginary inconveniencies of a reformation, than 
te ſuſpend our exertions, until we are obliged to 
dd encounter thoſe accumulated miſeries, which 
* an obſtinate perſeverance, in an acknowledged 
& courſe of error, muſt Oe _— n ee 
e and people.” 


1 


Remarks, &c, 1 muſt 5 | confeſſed has > 
great ingenuity appears in wording the 
above paragraph, with a ſeeming ap- 

pearance of candour, but in ſtating their 
firing of grievances, and evils, which they 
complain of, leads them into great error 
indeed, for after the moſt diligent and 
ſcrutinizing inveſtigation, the public at 
large bely their aſſertions, by unani- 
mouſly aſſerting that there are no ſuch 
0 ene, dangers, or evils 1 in exiſtence, 
| . | 'F: 


0 
of the nature and kind of which the re- 
forming aſſociates, ſo loudly complain; 
the concluſion is obvious. The only 
danger to be apprehended by the prince 
or is in ſuffering this ſelf-· created 
"5H aſſociation t to fee: wins _ nation 


cas OD 6 The Ss cs evil, 
c in the preſent hour, proves the prevalence of 
ce error, and it does not require any extraordi- 
© nary degree of ſagacity in the politician and 
« philoſopher to diſcover, that the primary 
te error, and the fruitful ſource of the many evils 
te which we feel, conſiſt in the departure from 
* fundamental principles, in the preſent con- 
ce ſtitution of the Commons' Houſe of Parlia- 
« ment, in conſequence of which it is no longer 

cc obedient to the will, or ſpeaks: the language 
& of the greateſt cenflitugnt MY of the W 


Remarks, &c. The genial evil, and 
a departure from principles, may be aptly 
applied to the conduct of thoſe reformers, 

for otherwiſe they would have long ſince 

withdrawn their puerile oppoſition, Fhat 
the human heart, or in other words, which 
| OP INI human EO, | 
| - _ — cannot 


1 


cannot be altogether perfect, * whole 
Auniverie will admit, and may not ſome 
proportion of the frailties of human life, 
be placed to the account of the aſſociated 
rreſormers? or is the whole of the frailties 
of nature to be aſcribed to the members 
1 of the preſent Commons Houſe of Par- 
5 liament? but it may be preſumed that 
the greateſt ſhare of human obſtinacy is 
charged to the account of the preſent 
adminiſtration! for wittingly, willingly, 
and maliciouſly perſiſting to retain their 
reſpective ſituations, to the excluſion, 
ruin, and diſappointment of the leaders 
of thoſe aſſociates, and their numerous but 
needy followers? have you the effrontery 
to deny ye would be miniſters, that this 
is not a fair ſtatement. pf your A | 
nne Be 307- | | 


5 Report a; Of ABer application there- 
« fore, for the redreſs of the preſent grievances 
« of the nation, that ſnhall be made to a body of 
ee men, no longer under the influence of their 
< conſtituents, but on the contrary, uniformly = 
cc acting in ſubſerviency to the views and intereſts 
ee of the crown, muſt of neceſſity be unſucceſsful ; 
3 eg from the e effect of diſappointment 
9 2 4 "ry: 
ö 


ö 
1 
i 


e upon hes human mind, will 1 probably impair 
. * . ene future exertion,” : 


| Remarks, tow By the W cn it an 7 


be obſerved that the reſponſes of the 


' reformers ſeems to be tuned to melan- 


choly, as they have juſt diſcovered that 


the Commons Houſe of Parliament in 


exerciſe: of the truſt delegated to them 


5 by their reſpective conſtituents, acquit 


themſelves ſo honourably, by a faithful 
diſcharge of their ſeveral duties to their 
ſovereign, conſtituents and the nation, 
that perceiving there is but one uniform 
general and united opinion between the 


governors and the governed, thoſe re- 


formers ſeem to be convinced, but auk- 
wardly confeſs, that any further attempts 
on their part, to deſtroy this happy 
union, will, like all others of their pro- 
en prove ee ineffectual. 


Report hed, 706 Application to the Ds, 

e to ſuſpend the exertion of its influence, or to 
ce repair the breaches made in that part of the 
cc conſtitution, which was intended to be the 

e bulwark of the people againſt its encroach- 
ments, pre-ſuppoſes ſuch an 9 of the 


(06737 


principles, which, in certain wn 
tec are found invariably to actuate the human 
e mind, that one would be led to imagine the 
es uſe uf argument would be — the 
ce en N * the 3 5 


ee, Ke. As nd be an abſurdir 
indeed, to requeſt the Crown to give up 
ttzhe neceſſary appendages attendant there- 
on; that would be to make the Crown a 
©  cypher? furely thoſe reformers mut out 
as they are, from every 259 of a more 
comfortable eſtab nt, yet as the 
laſt reſource to men in 33 are 
making application for admittance into a 
, "OE * PA ; 


F 


e The event of 1 th expe- 


ec coricluſion which right reaſon would have 
ce ſuggeſted; and it now ftands a truth, re- 
« corded for the benefit of future generations, 
c that When the point in queſtion i is a redreſs of 
. grievances, originating in oppoſition. or a reſ- 
ec titution of the rights and pete ak the 
. people, millions * in vain.” ans ok dy 
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Nd Kc. The above extract is as bold 
as it is unfounded in truth, let thoſe re · 
ſorming gentlemen be aſked, when and 
at what period of time, thoſe millions of 
people came forward with their well 
grounded complaints without being heard 
and redreſſed? is it not notorious, that 
during the preſent reign, there has been 
one continued faction, uniformly op- 
poſing the ſovereign's miniſters? Aſk 
thoſe oppoſitioniſts who were the fi- 
nal cauſe of the American War, and of 
ſeperating that country, from its depen- | 
dance on England? Was it the then 
adminiſtration, or was it the deſperate 
faction alluded to? The anſwer is obvious, 
the fact ſtands upon record, it was not 


his majeſty's miniſters or ſervants, it was 


the then daring oppoſition, that loſt to 


the crown, and the n ar: N : 
in America, | e 


1 1 8 To wha 3 Gibünal 


« therefore ſhall thoſe injured people have reſort 
c in this alarming moment, when a deſperate 
ce faction, in the midſt of public calamity and 
7 renn has manifeſted a determined purpoſe + 
i CG: de 


— — 


e of perſevering in a line of conduct, which, if 
ec perſiſted in, muſt inevitably end in the ſub- 
ec verſion of our liberties, and the deſolation of 
« our ſtate? The ſun of England's * 
8 ſoon Oy as to * no more.” 


ite: 2 is Was a 1 fac- 
tionwas evident, and that the ſame deſperate 
faction are fallen into contempt is certain, 
and that many of the principles of that 
deſperate faction, are at this moment in 
aäläan alarming ſituation, experiencing (from 
their illegal proceedings againſt the Exe- 
„ tive Government and Conſtitution of 
1 England) „ every ſpecies of calamity and 
diſtreſs, is alſa moſt true, as ſome of this 
deſperate faction as à juſt reward for their 
ã ctions are conſigned! to their friends at Bo- 
map Bay, others of the party may be heard 
e ee in places of ſafety in 
London and Middleſex ; may it not be 
| hoped that thoſe events will be a ſufficient 
5 : Warning to the remaining few of thoſe 
deluded and N aeg fg hama- 
- 9 ny, will hope it 42 560 e 

; # 151 e 

le cen: oy Fa ſtill remains in 


* the native energy of the great collective body 
14 el 


(h.) 


of the people, the native energy of a race 1 
% men, who have always ſtood diſtinguiſhed in- 
ce the annals of nations for every liberal ſentiment 
« and every . eee e, that can 3 
e our kind.“ 15 | 


1 1 Alas! ; n are 
even counteracted in this their laſt and 
only hope, for it would be an act of great 
ingratitude, not to acknowledge the 
bravery, energy, and ſentiments, of this 
truly great and collective body; greatly 
have they at all times, and at the preſent 
one in particular, proved the honour of 
their bravery, conduct, and ſentiments, 
by a regular, uniform and decided oppo- 
ſition to the machinations and plans of 
the reforming ſocieties, and of avowing 
their determination of ſupporting the 
EKEing and Conſtitution with their lives 
and fortunes, and never to tarniſh the 
8 ne o true ane 5705 Britons. | 


Report 3 7 The 3 efforts of 
ce this mighty power, acting by committees, 
ce freely choſen, and ſufficient, under the pro- 
evidence of heaven, to re-eſtabliſh the Conſtitu- 
tion in i:s ancient vigour; the public ſtate of 
C2 = affairs 


* 


( 


« require this exertion, the public voice at length 
* appears diſpoſed to bear its teſtimony to this 
« important truth, viz. that the - reſtitution 
« of the Commons' Houſe of Parliament to 
& freedom and independency, by interpofition 
te of the great collective body of the nation, is 
« eſſentially . to our . as a free 
1 45 80 e 


| Remarks, t. There evidently appears a 
miſtake in tranſcribing the above propo- 
ſition, for inſtance, peaceful efforts, com- 
mittees freely choſen,” providence, hea- 
ven, &c. Surely will thoſe affociators 
preſume to ſpeak of peace, and uſe the 
_ epithets of providence, heaven, &c. why 
not at once, like their friends in France, 
throw of their maſk, and declare for li- 
berty and equality; their poverty and 
the riches of the nation are ſo widely dif- 
ferent, they are determined to have a 
| ſcramble for a part? Is not this the pri- 
mary * e intention? 8 


Report e ec The circumſtance of the | 
e times, and the peculiar nature of | the means, 
"1 r muſt be . for effecting our de- 


e 1 ty E nies Hiverance, 


96 


tei liverance, require, that the propoſed: plan be 
c exhibited compleat in all its eſſential forms, 

ce and that its various parts, being combined in 
ce ſtrict and neceſſary union with each other, be 
TY eſtabliſhed a at one _ 0 n moment of 


time.“ . l 


_ Remarks, ; = The above 1 Fes : 
to involve the ultimatum of the intention 


ol the reforming aſſociators, by at once 


coming to the point with a vengeance; 
Will nothing leſs than a general re- 
volt in the nation anſwer thoſe  gentle- 
mens purpoſe? ſurely thoſe reforming 
Friends of Peace and order, have care- 


fully rerained in their memory, the little 


affair that happened in London, Weſt- 
minſter, and Southwark, in the year 1980; 
with ſubmiſſion to thoſe reformers, it may 
not be improper to obſerve, that their 
committee was appointed the 12th of April 
1780, and that their firſt report was dated 
from F ree-Maſons' Tavern the 27th of 
May next following, and that the riots in 
London, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, 1 
- commenced within one month afterwards; 
it by no means follows that thoſe depre- 
dations were the immediate conſequence 
of the Sub Committee's Report, but it 
FT e 


( 22 ) 
z ene admitted that in conſequence of 
the then oppaſition in Parliament to the 
Fr eee of adminiſtration, and the high 
and frequent debates which then occurred, 
10 17 of. - 
the people were led to believe that ſome- 
_ thing was wrong, particularly as the word 
err an was ſo often, and frequently 
ſounded in their ears, the dreadfol devaſ- 
tation that immediately followed i is in the 


3 of wann one. N 
9 Pe FEY i When we. o caſt our eyes upon 


< che conduct of the preſent Commons Houſe of 
cc, Parliament; when we behold a majority of its 
Members, in defiance of our petitions, and their 
ec on ſolemn declaration, perſiſt in increaſing 
_ © the, burdens of che people, and in a ſtedfaſt 
40 purpoſe of oppoſing every meaſure of redreſs, 5 
& deſponding apprehenſions may for a time take 
. *.phee in the minds of the beſt and braveſt of 
our countrymen, reflection however will diſ- 
, cloſe a more pleaſing. proſpect, ariſing from 
ee the very extremity of our diſtreſs; more vi- 
«. gorous counſels, and a happy unanimity will 
1 be the unavoidable reſult, the alarm of the 
< nobility, for the very exiſtence of their preſent 
1 ſplendid diſtinctions, will co-operate with the 
x Linn OO of the people, and every 
Neem - 15 ran 


, 
1 


| 


£06} 
ee rank and deſcription of men will feel the pro- 

- > priety and neceſſity of eſtabliſhing that plan 
c of Parliamentary | reformation; which holds 
C forth our beſt, and indeed our only ſecurity, 
"i againſt the all GY Influences of the 

40 crown.“ N | ; 44 

bbw Ke; Well cringe 10 Reforming | 
Aſſociations complain of the impertinent 
and obſtinate conduct of the Commons 
| Houſe: of Parliament, by treating their 
petitions with contempt; the reform- 
ers forgot that the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, were and are well appriſed 
of the practices, views, and principles of 
thoſe petitioners, as ſuch, and finding that 
no relief was to be expected from the 
lower Houſe of Parliament, they proceed 
to other and more vigorous meaſures, by 
an immediate attack upon the nobility, in 
the hope they will look down with an 
eye of pity, and commiſerate their forlorn 
and hapleſs ſtate, gently hinting, that 
hunger knows no bounds, that ſomething 
muſt be done to relieve them in their ex- 
treme diſtreſs, leaſt they may be driven to 
the neceſſity, like their friends in F rance, 
of helping themſelves. | 


(44) 


4 88 "Liberty, Equality, and the Rights 6 of Man 
is the word, and (ſay they) if we can 
Ws eſtabliſh this faſhion in England, we 

tall have no further cauſe of complaint, 

or to uſe thoſe hateful words, Sovereign, 

King, Conſtitution, Laws, &c. as they 

would at once be =p nn and —_— 
Tr e + 


e a ; 0 Political truth, like . 


cc moral feelings of the ſoul, is plain and ſimple, 
ce dit recommends itſelf powerfully to the general 
ce ſentiment; and when unveiled in its intrinſic 
* Purity, will aſſuredly call forth the animated 
LY EINE of mien in its r 


— Kc. ad Ree Aſt be 


_ univerſally admitted; we have only to ob-. 


ſerve, that as literature, arts and ſciences, 


have arrived at ſo diſtinguiſhed an emi- 


lencies even among the loweſt orders of 
TE the people, which of conſequence harmo- 
nnizes the heart, expands the idea, and 
leads us to a due ſenſe of virtue, therefore 


tit is very unlikely, that millions of people, 


will. ever have occaſion to come forward 


in defence of a fact, the validity of which, 


0 —— 


nence, they muſt of courſe diffuſe their ex- 


<4 


\ 


(4) 


zin a human probability, Ws never be : 


- EO e 


3 continued, . An 980 eee 
« of the peaple, in the great council of the na- 
tion, annual elections, and the univerſal right 

of ſuffrage, appear ſo reaſonahle to the natural 
<« feelings of mankind, that no ſophiſtry can 
te elude the force of the arguments which are 
** urged in their fayour, and they are rights of 

_ © fo tranſcendant a nature, that in oppoſition to 
the claim of the people to their enjoyment, | 

« the longeſt period of preſcription. is pleaded 

in vain; they were ſubſtantially enjoyed in the 


| © time of the immortal Alfred, they were che- 


« riſhed by the wiſeſt princes of the Norman 
r line, they form the grand palladium of our 
* nation, they ought not to be eſteemed the 
er grant of royal favour, nor were they at firſt 
c extarted by violence from the hand of power; 
te they are the hirthright of Engliſhmen, their 


< beſt inheritance, which without the compli- 


cc injuſtice to their poſterity, they cannot alienate 


J or raſign, they form that triple cord of ſtrength,  . 


ce which alone can be relied on to hold, in times 


3 Kae * veſſel of the thugs.” | 
8 1D” * Remarks | 
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Nate dee Ii bbfcer td ienigeneral 
complaints as fet forth in the laſt recited 
extract, reſpecting the unequal repreſen- 
© ration'in Parliament, recommending an- 
nul Parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage, 
a ew enjoyed in the time of the immortal 
f Alkred, we readily admit there never was 
© "a Prince more deſerving the diſtinguiſhed 
pete ſo juſtly applied to him by 
his grateful ſubjects, which in the annals 
ol, England will, and ought to be, ever 
held in reſpectful memory, for to this 
great Prince we owe, ultimately, the 
25 _ Tights and priviledges ſo happily inter- 
1 1 woven in che Britiſh opp aging i 


1 7 55 LE nd ; FS. 2 1 
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13 obſervation of jet Pirlidiients and 
56h 8 univerſal ſuffrage, as alluded to in that 
| © Prince's reign, together with the uſe, na- 
e ture, proceeding and operation of Parlia- 
= ments in thoſe days, it will de neceffary : 
20 recall to che attention of the public, 
"what progreſs had been made in literature 
arts and ſciences, at the time this Prince 
ſuccecded to the crown of England. It 
appears that Alfred ftands'confeſſedly by 
: all hiſtorians, to be the firſt- Prince that 
2 received the rudiments of a claſſical 


ul 5 F 


0 . C "ONT 


* 


* 


a7 9 


ceelducation, which he happily, derived at 


© MAES: by which means he not only be- 
came a ſcholar, but alſo an author. This 
ene tells us that when he came to the 
Fi 1 (which is worthy of remark), 
that he had ſcarcely, a lay ſubject that 
Could read Engliſh, or an eccleſiaſtic that 
underſtood Latin; it evidently follows, 
that thoſe Parliaments, both in power and | 
abilities were equally , of little uſe, and 
| - aſſembled. only ia. the preſence of the 
+ --.- King, for the purpoſe of his hearing their 
ba 85 tis n and arguments, in order to 


diſcover if by this mode of enquiry, any 


eircumſtance or plan, there Propoſed ap- 
peared ſerviceable to the nation, of con- 
ſequence no art or ſophiſtry can deny, but 
that the whole power of Government was 
- then veſted in the Wc 5 


* 


3 


Ban mic omar « wi . 1 to * expe- 


« diency of reforming the repreſentation of this 


<. country, and of recurring to the conſtitutional 
practice of annually. electing the perſons ſent 


et to Parliament, the Sub Committee obſerves 
a e That the general meeting of the Deputies, on 
„ the 15th of March, decided, in the affirma- 
tive, * the propriety of thoſe meaſures, 


. e 


( 28 2 


| 0 « from which this Per. esche i its e 
1 have, with ſimilar unanimity; given their ſuf- 


c frages to the ſame ſentiment; and that the 


ct general meeting of the inhabitants of Weſt- 
4 minſter upon the 6th of Aptil declared, that 
25 « the people of England have; and always had, 
e à clear, unalienable, indefesſible right to an 
« annual election of their repreſentatives, as well 


« as to an adequate and equal repreſentation, 


_ ©; founded upon ſtronger grounds than that of 
te any Act or Acts of Parliament, and that the at- 


©. tainment of theſe important conſtitutional ob- 
& jects, is the moſt-effectual expedient for reſtor- 


4 ing and ſecuring the independency of Parlia- . 


ec ment. With regard to the reſtitution of the 
« univerſal right of ſuffrage, the Sub Committee 


tc conceive that the reaſonabletieſs and expediency 
of the meaſure will probably be more appa- 


« rent, if the full extent and magnitude of thoſe 
« powers be conſidered; which are entruſted to 


53g « the repreſentatives by the conſtituent body. 
The doctrine, that repreſentation and taxation 
e art inſeparable, is founded in truth, but the 
, undue preference that has been afforded to the 
e rights of property in various diſcuſſions of this 


5 8 * e to wy out of ſight other 
ba PO 


0290 


2 principles, — wa 5 OW 


« tion Ang qa: : 


e A Peres cf the foil e its pro- | 


= Ws: may- be wanting to many, but every 
<«. man has an intereſt in his life, his liberty, his 


ee kindred, and his country, and when laws af- _ 
ec fecting theſe are made by perſons, to whom he 


cc hath not delegated the power, each of theſe 


ce poſſeſſions, which are as ſubſtantial, as if, like 
e land or money, there were objects of the 
ec ſenſes, may be invaded by thoſe, who, being 
te poſſeſſed of property, the grand enchantreſs of 


dhe world, would thereby be enabled more 


'G ſucceſsfully to pratify that Juſt of deſpotic | 


_ © power, which fo OY" EOS the 
. 9 | 


e Kc. i dino as of 


| conſequence follow any change of altera- 


_ tion in; the repreſentation of the country, 
appears ſelf-· evident, more eſpecially, were 
- » the plan of the Sub Committee of the 


London Correſponding Societies to be 
_ - adopted, with reſpect to —_ "es | 


ments F N 


— — 


* 
Py - 


4 
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. 

- andthe ee. evils Sick ee 
muſt be involved, from ſo hazardous and 
immediate an attack upon ſo principle a 

part of the Conſtitution, but ſuppoſing for 
4 moment this heterogeneous plan was 
hn * „e Eke place, it may not be improper to 
make ſome enquiry as to its operation and 
, tendency. It muſt be admitted that by 
n univerſal ſuffrage, that is, by all perſons 
twenty ⸗one years of age, are of right be- 


N 


ae come electors, and from a moderate cal- 


culation it will appear, that in England 
i Wales, the See body may at leaſt 
be preſumed, (according: to the propoſed 
mount to five millions of per- 
ſons, and allowing the candidates a 
reaſonable time for applying to, and 


w 22 


1 1.7 ..canvaſling their - reſpe@ive rs, | 


8 r 1 together with the ne 


(Biltz taken up in adminiſtering 2 . Ska 


to this great body of people, regiſtering 
he ſame, and making returns of the 


Sh 25 teſpective elections, and that annually, a 
Fe 4 n will of conſequence ariſe, as N 
what portion af time in the year. will be 
a "pn for the A ns Houſe of Par- 
ER 2 of 5 5 | . . 
| | 


V 
— diſcuſs the various and weighty 
n ooncerns on ms ace „ 


* ; of 


Ad * * 1 8 2 
©. F N. FTA . 


* 
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. - - Verplanly ths be 5 this 3 held "IF 


conference with an eminent merchant 
i | oy from Sheffield; which from its extent and 
number of inhabitants; commerce, manu- 
be conſideted of great conſequence to the 


= 


| +. [1 tate; his anſwer; with reſpect to the pro- 


poſed plan, for the alteration in the re- 


preſentation of the Commons Houſe of 


Parliament, was; that the moment this 
dat a; ructive plan was ſuffered to be carried 
Alnto execution, the ſun of n deer 
'va would = thay nas ar 333 


- * 4 
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<a> 


oe with A to the city of 168856, the 
"bat e having a right to vote rig re- 


1 Preſentatives of tliat City as Liverymen, 


are ſuppoſed to be about eight thouſand, 
bdut if all the male inhabitants of thar 
1 Seat City was permitted to vote on thoſe 
. coccaſions: they would be inereaſed to up- 
i Foᷣ̃rds of one hundred thouſand electors, 


and that annually; does it not appear 
ec uvident, chat the conſequences which fre- 


| _ Frag quently happen in-popular and conteſted 
Lr | ET, . 


_ 


, 

* — 
1 
it 

/ 
7 


© -Þ 


* 
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of eight thouſand; rather than ro» involve 
upwards of one hundred thouſand perſons 
. In thoſe conteſts? What muſt became of 


cg commerce. and trade of this great 
TE = if ſhe was annually to undergo this 
mad ſcheme, it would nearly operate as 


à prohibitory bill, againſt any further 
-commerce or trade in London. The 
- Gary of Weſtminſter has often experienced 
tze fatal effects of election conteſts, by 


=  wineſing the mortifying ſcenes: of pro- 


| 10 derade and even the crime of 


murder, What would be the conſequence 
0 chat reſpectable -city, if ſo great an 
increaſe of electors were to be let looſe, to 

add to the general tumult and confulion, 


Te chat Vagvornably ariſes « out of 7 conteſted : 


"* ,_praceable inhabiruats of thar a, vim- 


= ing for an increaſe to the number of elec - 


5 tors, they would cenſider it as the moſt 


5 fortunate event, were it poſſible, that a 
Certain deſcription af perſons, who, re- 


+... ©. Sdleſs of all conſideration af moral 
ä virtue, that often preſent 
e themalelyes zo vote, were finally prevented 
. * future, * — to commit ſo 


3 


— 


g 4 
? 
: > 
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5 38 an inſult, in the eie af 
Members of ParHargent| for. "Grit great | 


* 


In r x to ie 1 cty againſt the 
unequal repreſentation of the people, the 
following queſtion, will evidently prove 
the fallacy of the complaint, as for in- 
ſtance, ſuppoſe two men in company, the 
one ſhall be a Freeholder, Liveryman 
of London, or a Freeman of ſome 
Borough, which of conſequence gives him 
a right of ſuffrage, to vote for a repre-. 
 ſentative or repreſentatives, of the peo- 
Ple. The other other perſon ſhall be 
| neither 4 * recholder, Liveryman of 
London, or a Freeman of any Bo- 
rough in Great Britain, and there- | 
fore prevented from having any vote or 
voice for any Member or Members of 
Parliament whatever. Wherein is this 
man to be conſidered as in a worſe ſitva- 
tion than the other! ? Does his proportion 
of taxes exceed the former? is not his 
perſon, his liberty and property, equally | 
protected as the other ? Moſt certaialy. 
Then wherein is this Lg difference be- 

* | _ tween 


Tat 


. tween'thoſe two men ? The-anfwer is ob- 
_ vious, none at all, they are alike . 8 
and equally en. 1 — 


1 continued. T he exerciſe of the poor 
10 man's elective right, is therefore eſſential to 
« his freedom, and although in ordinary caſes, 
"© he may ſometimes diſpoſe of his ſuffrage with- 
« out a proper regard to its importance, yet, 
ee when public calamity demonſtrates, that public | 
, confidence has been abuſed, the opportunity 
« af rectifying the evil by a more judicious de- 
« legation will probably not be neglected, com- 
ce mon ſenſe will inſtruẽt him, that his own free 


« and unbiaſſed voice, united with the voices of 


| 60 that numerous claſs of fellow Citizens, who-are 
« his fellow ſufferers at ſuck a, period, will pre- 
« yail over the intereſted. oppoſition of the 
«tyrants of their ſpecies, and finally eſtabliſh 
cc the real friends of hacganity, and of their Coun» - 
cc BY, in the {ear of Power.“ N 5 


. wi Thee extreme ae mad- 
| neſs .and folly as propoſed, by annual 
| iaments and vniverſal ſuffrage, were 
ſo fully anſwered, in the laſt 'remarks, 
„ chat i it 18 vnnecefſary to oy more as to tho 
. ; | . 


. 5 


1 
© laſt extract, than only to add, that in what= 


| ever point of view the preſent mode of 
4 1 repreſentation of the people in the Com- 


mons' Houſe of Parliament, may be con- 

ſidered, it will appear ſo wiſe, juſt and 
| prudent i in all its relative operations, that 
any attempt to alter or change the ſame 
"ates and ever will be reſiſted; by the 


- unanimous voice of true Britons, who are 


determined whenever neceſſary to rally 
around the Conſtitution of their country, 
and protect the ſame from every attack 
whether Oy We at ps or domeſtic 
. - foes. 


— 1 


tte Report e + Y may a bs Fg 

e ſerved, that no conſideration would have a 

ce ſtronger tendency to generate proper - ſenti- 

« ments of affection to the community, and more 

t effecdualy recall the minds of the riſing gene- 

ce ration from a courſe of diffipation and attach- 

| 78 ment to unworthy gratifications, than the per- 

cc ception of that ſhare of political conſequence, 

_ © which the reſtitution of the univerſal Wah of 
7 i lol would fur.” 


11 


| Remarks, he Tt is e to . | 
the lower orders of the people would be 
35 2 "I" þ 


t * 


improved, either in virtue or ME" 
25 meerrely by participating in the univerſal 
- -ſuffrage ſo much alluded to; as it cannot 
appear reaſonable, nay it is impoſſible, 
chat this deſcription of men will become 
aore attentive in their religious and moral 


"a by being. annually called out to 
become principals, in ſcenes of riot, cor- 
eee and debauchery, too 
frequently and unavoidably the natural 
_- conſequences of general elections ? Thoſe 
. 228 their preſent ſtations of life may 
be zuſtly conſidered not only ufeful, but 
valuable members of ſociety; change their 
3 and their eee and nr | 
2: WO be Jeſt: ro ths _ 


[ > 8 —— * 8 * 
* 
0 


77 k * * 


4. . © At © chm! age; che 
made inhiabirants'of this kingdom, with a few 


2 are ſubje&t to the obliga 
© Ming” in the militia, ſhall a man theyEfore be 


©. „ 


of his eopſeſernivtivs, And at the ſume time 
ee ſhalt Ns fellow citizens intruſt to his fidelity 
e and courage, whatever they hold dear? Ts it 
4 * reaſonable to N to a 3 hens mt has 
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to). 


te artained' to ty in bs eh? Gpacity, 
r the common priviledge of a freeman, the right 
c of being governed by laws, to Which the 
de affent of himſelf or his repreſentative has been 
te gbtainicd, and at the fame time to avail our- 
« ſelves of his bodily ftrength ? Ts It getibrous, is 
« it politic, to treat him as an alien in che com- 
« mumity, at the moment he may be othament- 
_ & ing it by the powers of fis underſtanding, or 
— with His drab”, | 


Ip Remarks, c. By che above Les 

great ſtreſs is laid upon the ingratitude 

Aud impolicy, in ſhutting out and'exclud- 

ing the militia from à right of ſuffrage in 

te election of the repreſentatives of the 

| Commons Houſe of Parliament? Is it 

not rather ſingular that the foldiers and 

_ Fallors were not from the ſagacity and li- 

berality of the Sub Committee of re- 

formers equally | included in this com- 

plaint? Highly reſpectable as the militia 

of England are, and 1 truſt ever will 

TR continue, ſurely our regular forces both 

. k by ſea and land, are equally entitled to the 
. ame confidence — 9 5 
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* to. tha the em of all men 

+ _ poſſeſſing a right to this ſuffrage, Parlia- 
ment have wiſely by their ſtatutes enacted, 
that property in freehold of a certain 
yearly value, entitles the poſſeſſor to an 

4 elective vote in the repreſentation of the 
5 Commons Houſe of Parliament. As to the 
treemen of certain cities and incorporated | 
borou gh towns, ſome obtain their freedom 

5 by preſcription, others by ſervitude; hence 
it naturally follows, for want of property 
all men cannot become freeholders, nor 
does it fall to the lot of all men to parti- 
Cipate in the right of preſ cripti V nor is 
it poſſible that the. great body of the peo- 


3 2 8 $4 


ple can become reſidents i in thoſe incor- 


bes a 4 pPorated cities and boroughs, and thereby 


become freemen; an exceptior to this 
general mode of entitling us | this ſuf- 
Os may be adduced, as the inhabitants 
. # the city of Weſtminſter, and borough 
olf Southwark, and indeed ſome few of the 
8 other borough towns paying, What is ge- 
- 2 nerally called, ſcot and lot, have the 
power of electin 8 their reſpective repreſen- 2 
tatives in the Commons' Houſe, of Par- 
| lament; ; * ſo = from A defire of in- 
e _ 


©, "i mime rhe.cumber:of ee 


(62 * 


Committee muſt recollect, a few years 
ſince when a large body of electors were 
disfranchiſed of this ſuffrage, at which 
time the then adminiſtration for this libe- 
ral act obtained the thanks and confidence 


1" the public, as it muſt be acknowledged, 


| the miniſter for the time being, might if he 
thought proper, have had availed himſelf of 
the influence his official ſituation naturally 
afforded him over a number of perſons 
who held their employments principally 
under the ſervants of the crown. So far 
from thoſe perſons conſidering this a& as 
an act of oppreſſion, they ſubmitted with 
. gratitude and conceived it as the greateſt 
mark of favour and confidence that the ſer- 
vants of the crown could POP confer - 
- On Gang OY 49 4 


Report EY te Urged 5 the ER of 
« thoſe reflections, vour Sub Committee. have 
«© conſidered the points propoſed to their deli- 
ce beration in their full extent. They have exa- 
<« mined the voluminous ſyſtem of laws relative 
ce to the object of Parliamentary Elections, and 
« find themſelves under the neceſſity of pro- 
« © nouneing, the far greater part of them to be 


"0 * founded 


ae) 


& founded upon partial conceptians; Alt re- 
a ſtrictĩons, and falſe meaſures of expediency, | 
* which will not ſtand the teſt, when contraſted 
neee principles of the Con- 
r oprg nl þ | 

Hier particularly it appears wo your Sub 
Comets, ol 


Fiſt cc Ther . Gas Joint opperation ac yg 


A « ftatute of disfranchiſement, paſſed in the eighth 


* year of Henry the VIth. and the triennial bill of 
& the 6th of William and Mary, which attempted 
to give the firſt legal ſanction to the continu- 
« ance of the ſame Parliament beyond the period 
* of a ſingle ſeſſion, the repreſentation of the 
mn Commons of England, is virtually annihilated, 
« and an inſtitution, which was intended to be 
_< the people's defence againſt ariſtooratic 8 
« mination, or regal deſpotiſm, is now become 
« an engine in the hands of the Miniſter, to tax, 
* oppreſs, infult, wid e ri arte chis 


ce err e e 


* 


e Ret Z ks, Kc. TW de E with thats 
A > accuſtomed liberality that has bicherto 
Ex Characterized the whole of their report, 
kenn and ben roundly „ 
om 


| 


Ca) 


- For Heiry the VE: ddt che reſent 
1 time, the Parliaments ſeem to have direkted | 
W119 2 themiſetves,” as to the laws enacted during 
chat period, reſpecting the electotb and 

Oelectedt to one object, namely, to enable 
26) he miniſter fo r the time being, to tax op- 
IM pr Linſult, and enllave che people of. 
n this country, à charge ſo falſe and inju- 

rious againſt ſo great and refpectable 4 

body of people, as the repreſentatives of 
tze Commons Houle of Pirkamtenr ier not 
- OTF **"tobc:equalied in*the annals of time. BL 

2367Hut Ihrovinu Log ernamtaties', ud = 

* Neher eon inued- ce: Secondly, Hat "als 
a 9 — reprtnetio in 2 


3 prerogative, whereby, — 
tion to Ne Uarct inciples of che Cdnſtitu- 
cer tjon;the CTO preſumed to aurhorize//ar plea- 
fs, certain incorporated bodies to ſend 
Membe e de Cohens Houle ob Parlia- 


Ga 4% 


* che 2 eme böt atteiiding to — 
ee chat from thence muſt neceſſarily take place in 
ee tlie repreſeritacion n, do the ſubſtantial injury of 
khethifelves, ait . 3 * 


ne . Fg hae" 5 pv 


; 7 . 3 : 
Q. vow wy) 8. That 


1 


.* Thes in conſequence af the decay af many 
+ of rheſe corporations, and. through the par- 
1 tiality of the crown in 9 — vn 
7 is ar this dime 4 degree of repreſeptation en- 

« joyed by many boroughs of this kingdom, far 
« ding the bawnds- of due proportion, and 

doe dane eu b e & freedom to be 
« | endured.” . ooh 1 Kode 


e nw of . 
chat ſo much has been ſaid relative to 
annual parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage, 
by the Sub Committee, and that this pri- 
vilege 3 in the fulleſt extent in 
immort ner mx 
vation as 0 Parlia- 
UNE, 2g i ol poſe 
NO COD 7. of Henry 
_  .. the IId. was the firſt time that theknights, 
+ -  oitizens, and burgeſſes, as the ræpreſenta- 
ſtves of the people, were formed into a 
| | ſeparate ante an T en Of hards in 
became a part of the Engliſh Legiſlature; 
from hence aroſe the now common expreſ- 
6k ſion, by way of * as to the 
n 


Kip 


Cap: 


upper or lower Houſe of Parliament, but 
previous to this time, it is inpoſiible to 


2 whether the Conimons 


: - "a boch hiſtory, and all the hiſtorians 
mat ever wrote on this ſubject, ſeem di- 
| — ue as 


© the fact 


d any, and hat part of the Engliſh | 
Patliaments, or great council of the na- 


| In every propoſition of the reforming Sub 


- Committee, there appears an evident en- 


mity againſt the juſt and natural appen- 
| [Cats artach6dl to the crown, rights = | 


ancient as the crown itſelf, at all times 


dne or the other are in actual exiſtence ? 
Onthe contrary, are not your arts; ſciences, 


|  —Cammerce, and trade, arrived to a degree 


1 


other period of time, in this or any other 


Nic! N nation of the unĩverſe? If this is the cauſe 
of the influence of the crown, Happy for 
Brat Britain if the fame degree of influ. 


n 7 . be preſerved for ever. i 


F 2 * : , 
7 „ 
2 * 5 » 1 * 
— 


1 0 


- Report continued. Thirdly, more than ſeventy 
. Acts of Parliament have been paſſed ſince the 
C ſirſt invaſion of the liberties of Engliſhmen in 
of regulating elections. The tumults and diſ- 


« orders, bribery, perjury, and falſe returns, with 


4 a long train of other attendant evils, have been 


* maltiplied, in proportion. as tho acts were mul- 
4 tiplied, which under pretence of removing 


ee thoſe evils, have in fact, perpetuated them, 
„ And st he ſame time abolihed, and almoſt 
r obliterated the remembrance of the univerſal 


— 


4 right of ſuffrage, which forms one of the moſt : 


ce important Re of * — people.“ 
Fg ba 13 + * abt "Hi : N £F 15" 3 
© Remarks, "Oy e digs is ta be — — 
ſtood by che above very extraordinary 
* propoſition, it is, that enacting of laws 


for the reſtriction and puniſhment of vice, 


34 de uſeleſs, and only operates to en- 


ereaſe and perpetuate the crimes, which 


tthoſe acts were intended to reſtrain and 
e y 2 Surely the Sub Committee had 


either taken a glaſs too much, or that 


1 A their mental faculties were totally ab- 
ſorbed in their favourite object:of annual 


* _— mw 
ORR | 2 


1 


. - 
. they committed to wig ons- 
4 alle a ſyſtemmn. nibh * 
22 SK ne 2 T5391 Gant none“ 


_ © Fourthly,/\that, every, at- 
« tempt to bapiſh bribery, and corruption, .and 
« undue influence, while the preſent n 

on the right of ſuffrage, and imperfect repreſen- 

tation in a ſeptennial Parliament Mall. ſuhſiſt, 
would only be calculated to deceive and ampſe 

60 the nation. to its fa leſt ee D tne} 


#* 1 . 
_ 


| Remarks, — 1 — may. — faidy Abel, the 
Sub Committee, who and what, arg. the 
deſcription of people, if they were ſuffered 

. to. ſucceed in their plans, moſt, likely to 
deceive and amuſe the nation to its final 
deſtruction? ? The anſwer is obvious, thoſe 
ho would with to diſunite, alter, or 
059 change any part of our Conſtitution, as 
ſuch, the Sub Committee may be aſſured 
hat whatever becomes. of the nation, 
there are in this. country thoſe who are at 
al times ready, of conſequence able, to 
* repel every attempt t that n may be made to 
: 95 alter or change the preſent Tyltem as to 
the repreſentation, of. the preſent Com- 
mons F of Fata, 1 


4 : 
e * + +#: 


whit 2 Che 0 


E] A 
| ie 


2 3 
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© Reddit continued. © Fifthly; That itiſtead of 
et adding to the number of our ſtatutes by regu- 
<« lations incompetent to the purpoſe propoſed, 
reſurmation ſhould commence with reſcinding 
4 and aboliſhing of the injurious acts anch illegal 
-« 5 above-mentioned. Thus would the 
 extiſtiburitn; #5 if delivered from an oppreſſive 
i 1 impedes its — recbver its 


« founded would ſuggeſt 2 —_— practicable 

ce plan for regulating thoſe elections, on which our 
2 ffreedorn, our happineſs, 8 
r 


1 


„ Governed by theſe . che 
855 Committee have” formed the following 
& plan, in which they have made their chief effort 
* phinly to expreſs every material proviſion for 
_ © ſecuring the” free” election of an independent 
& Houſe of Parliament, they have ſtudiouſly 
* avoided entering into a detail. They have 
te ſuggeſted t to the beſt of their ability, a er 
& founded' upon conſtitutional principles, and 
* the common right of mankind, a plan expe- 
dient in our preſent circumſtances, and 
ee which may with” facility be carried into 
« execution hy the ſpirited, yet peaceful efforts 
10 of the people, provided their breaſts are in 


' 
* £ 
A 4 
F z 


ca | 


« formed; with, the ſane ſentiments of public 
ce virtue, and ardent love of liberty which have 
« hitherto animated the « exertions s of the En Engliſh 


cc rt * , ; * ” F 
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e Ke. The Sub ce have 
entered upon another moſt egregious 
_ bly nder, in their propoling tc to reſcind and 
1 all thoſe ſtatutes that | were > enacted 
from time to time, 25 circumſtances aroſe, 
not only for the better regulation of the 
? 8 | electors and elekted, but allo to define | 
: and ſecure to each 5 juſt. rights and 
_ privileges, as alſo 1 to > puniſh thoſe who in 
defiance of thoſe, ſtatutes, ſhould he found 
of times of elections, viplating thoſe laws 
by romoting of. riots, diſorders, 6 or other- 
1 Fn 100 A corruption, bfi bery, per- 


7 here never appeared 0 ae a 
mode of argument, as to ſtate 29 a fact, 
oi the enacting o of. laws to Prevent and 
puniſn offenders, i Is, , by thoſe reforming 
gentlemen, to be Jerſti od a3. an imme- 
. diate inducement to "hoſe who 1 may be 
inclined to be guilty of, thoſe attrocities, 
ea proceed cherein 28 A regular ſyſtem, and 
ee the fame, and MN: all times 


A 


when >; 


wo 4: Ja TAY diſpoſed, diſturb the 
= peace; order, ind Ha otly of fociety. © 
poop 058 — Bee 22 2 . * 2718 1 ; 


We again repeat, that as the nativer of Gteat 
Hs; Britain ſo Perfectly at eaſe, hapꝑy and 
eon ontent, as to the Preſent' mode of th 
nds eee of | the Commons' Houſe of 
| = = any further opt | to alter 

Ir change the preſent ſyſtem by the Lon- 

4s 640 " Correſpo ending Aﬀociations, would 
202 [4h 0 be *confid dered a: as an act of inſanity, of 
| or S the only alternative remain - 
e pf for thoſe g ntlemen to avail themſelves 

dane: «oi immediately. to tranſport themſelves, 
4 3 their plans and afſociates, to their much 
rare? She "el land of liberty and equality i in 
enn Trance, for confidering| the ftrong and 
88 marke recommendation thoſe” . perſons 
yo i take Wien them, their friends in 
5 7 5 "5" rance would receive them with pleaſure, 
8 1 © where their perſons and Plans would be 


Mnf pur it in 'mcion 5. for their voyage 


1 


; country all 


5 
v 


can cane Was | Ferdl TE es its 
3 5 being 2 ſhort one ; their landin; there 
BY e effected! in a few days, often in a 
3 Hours, which is the more deſirable, 


0 


as the danger of long voyages, ſea ſick- | 


£ "a with a number of inconveniences 
often experienced by freſh water adven- 
tures, nevertheleſs, if the perſevering ob- 


ſtinacy of thoſe perſons prefer a more diſ- 
tant voyage, they have 4 certain conſola- 
tion, for even if their voyage ſhould be 


extended to New South Wales, better 
'  KEnown by its common appellation of Bo- 


tany Bay, upon their arrival in thoſe 
remote regions, they would moſt cordially 
be received oy 5 of their old friends 


7 ee 


3 


We ſhall next W to kt the whole 


of the Sub Committee's Plan, as to annual 
parliaments, i hes een ſuffrage. 


« Plan for taking the furages of the people, 


ce at the election of the N e to ſerve 


cc in Parliament,” | 


| Pop. . That each county be divided into 

* as many diſtricts as it is intitled to elect 

ce repreſentatives, each as ar chuſing one 
= repreſentative.” . 


G7 Secondly 


* 
7 
8 
4 


CT wo Of $9 28 
K I" Shan. ee That the diviſion of the county 
ll i ine diſtricts be conſtituted in ſuch a 
| manner, that each diſtrict contain nearly 
e e equal number of males competent to 
ce vote in elections, regard being had, as 
„ much as may be, to the parochial divi- 
e ſions of the kingdom, ſo that each divi- 
_« fjon contain a certain number of pariſhes ; 
& ce and moreover, that each diſtrift receive 
its denomination from the pariſh contain- 
1 gt 85 . wms of electors. 
 Thirdh. C «T __ as cleion of repreſentatives x: 
4 to ſerve i in parliament, be held annually | 
„s through England and Wales, upon the 
«firſt Tueſday in July; that the election 
« commence between, the hours of eight 
and eleven, and-be finally cloſed before 
175 fun-fer of the ſame day,” 2 4d 


Fung. « That all the male En of 
"-— © ohns country, (aliens, minors, criminals, 5 
and inſane perſons excepted). be admitted 
= 1. to vote at the election of repreſentatives, 
N ſubject only to the forms, proviſoes, and 
0 * regulations ſpecified 1 in this 85 


F 1h 


(inn) 


Fi bh. « That the number of e 


« tives, returned by the inhabitants of each 
ce county of England and Wales, be ſettled 
« for the term of ſeven years next enſuing, 

25 W N to the 2 er ſchedule, viz. 


Total. 


That the county of Rutland, ing 
| ce the two Univerſities, return 

te each two Repreſentatives = 2 6 
« The counties of Huntingdon, and 


e Weſtmorland, each three = 3 6 


e The county of Bedford, - 5 5 
= cc JOS. Cumberland, ed | | 


© ür, cack fix - '- = = 6 1 


e va Cambridgeſhire with Ely, 
_« Hertfordſhire, Dorſet, Not- 
Te, tinghamſhire, Oxfordſhire, 


e each ſev en 7 49 
1 Ie ĩðͤ - | 7 8 8 
5 Suſſex, Warwickſhire, Worceſter- BS 
“ hire, each ane * 27 


c © Cheſhire, Cornwall, Decbyſhite, 
_ * © Northamptonſhire, Salop, 

© Staffordſhire, each ten 10 60 
te Hampſhire, Wilts, each eleven 11 23 


« Glouceſterſhire, -<- <= — 13 1 13 


Eſſex, Surry with Southwark, each 
cc ſixteen „ —— 16 32 
5 8 „ N Lincola- 


Eon) ) 


4 4c « Kent 1 Sete, Guß. 


„ folk, each eighten 1 72 
ns e Biſhoprick, with North- 
* umberland, Devon, each twenty- 
ET I OE TI ag ws 
e Norfolk, twenty-two ud 22 22 
« Wales, with Monmouth, thirty 30 30 
_ « Middleſex, with London and Weſt- : 
minſter, <=. gf = 45 . 
Torkſhire, forty-lix -- - - 46 ” 


Sixth. e That an Gad roll be 1 of the 
« male inhabitants competent to vote in 
ci each pariſh, continued down to the firſt 
00 „ Tmckiar | in June; and that no perſon be 
508 permitted to give his ſuffrage, whoſe 
e name is not found in that roll; that this 
e roll be delivered in upon oath of the 
* clergymen, church · wardens, or other 
ec Officers of the pariſh, to the church 
hs wardens of that pariſh of the diſtrict, 
9 where the 2 is wen“ 8 


y 7 
ey 
ab, 35 That * therif, its with all 
8 ae JE of the ne mayor, alder- 
HS Che: | | 9 cc As 


(C9 


cc men, and magiſtrates, form in each county 


« a grand inqueſt for allotting the diſtricts 
© in due proportion to the male inhabitants 
es competent to vote, and for denominating 


te the ſame; and that ſuch inqueſt be finally 

« ſettled, and notice of the allotment given 

te to each pariſh comprehend in the diſtrict, 
ds within the term of eee 


«© Tueſday in June. 

 Eighthly. © That the cleftion of the repreſen- 
© tatives of the people be made at the prin- 

4 cipal town or village of the diſtrict.“ 


Nintbly. © That the poll of each diſtrict be 


ce taken by ballot, under the conduct of the 
« church-wardens of the pariſh in the diſtrict 


cc where the election i is 8 750 

7 rah. r The e of the diſtrict, 
e cloſe of the poll, ſhall declare the 
« name of the perſon elected, and certify 


« the ſame to the ſheriff, in order to its 
ce being tranſmitted to the clerk of the crown 


"6: ul Chancery.” 


e * That the annual Seſſon of Par- 
ee liament — commence upon the firſt 
ee Thurſday 


b 
4 
1 
. 
iN} 
1 
1 
* 
| 
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ee Thurſday in November, unleſs ſome very 


e extraordinary event, or urgent national 


* 
* 


the ſtated period. 


ec huſineſs, ſhould make it indiſputably re- 


« quiſite for the crown to aſſemble 1 it before 


Twelfthly. ec That the ſeſſion t terminate upon die 
e laſt day of April, unleſs the national bu- 
cc ſineſs ſhould be ſooner diſpatched; tje 

* Crown having nevertheleſs power to pro- 


e long the ſeſſion beyond the ſtated period, 


cc if any urgent buſineſs remain unfiniſhed, 


« in which caſe, the parliament may con- 
ce tinue its 8 to wg firſt Gy of July.” 


 Thirtnthly. i That al Members of the Com- 


* mons' Houle of Parliament, before taking 


« their ſeats, declare upon oath, that they 
« do not hold any office or emolument at 


-< the will of the crown, or its ſervants, or 
cc any lord of Parliament; that they will 
e give due attendance to buſineſs, and act 
dc with all fidelity to the people i in che dif- 
| 5 cc charge of their en truſt.” 


Fourteenth That all W e in 


wy e be entitled to reaſonable wages, 
1 according 


a 


Ga 


«according to the wholeſome mate of 


ec ancient times.” 2 "ned 

Fi 3 122 1 —— 3 3 canes: be 
ec finally denied byJ Ie A the judges 
« of alin” <5 ; 

| | Sixteemtbly. 60 That e every 1 competent to 

eve, 20 ſuffrage as an elector, be alſo 


c eſteemed qualified to be elected to ſerve 


cc his country in Parliament.“ 


Ah Signed by Order of the 
cc Sub. Committee, 
„ e an een e Tharmas,”, 


\ Remarks, &c. © It cannot be ecke we 
ſhould enter into the particulars of the 
wWjhole of thoſe articles, as the folly, im- 
br . ey, and abſurdity of the propoſitions 
| are ſufficiently explained ; for however 
Sei, they appear in theory, it would 
be altogether impoſſible to carry the 
ſtem into execution; as for inſtance, 
the ſixth article is equally as ridiculous as 


1 impracticable, for how is it poſſible for 


the proper officers to deliver in upon oath, 


a regular, juſt, and true enrollment, of all 


the males competent to vote in the ſeveral 
: — : : . ee | and 


” 
— * — % — —— 
—— ——— — es 


— 
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and reſpective diſtricts, it being noto- 


rious, that three fourths of the lower 


orders of the people, ſuch as working ma- 


Is \ -pufacurers, journeymen, labourers, and 


ſeryants, in their relative and reſpective 
purſuits in ſeeking employment, may 
travel over the greateſt part of the king- 


iy in twelve months; yet by the third 


article thoſe men are to be found ſome 
how or other, to give their annual ſuffrage 


on the firſt Tueſday in July. If it is to 


be underſtood, (as thoſe men can have no 
permanent place of evidence) that they 
. have a right of enrollment at every place 

"they Rep at to procure a day or-a week's = 
work, the conſequence of courſe. muſt be, 
that thoſe enrollinents, in moſt of the 
diſtricts, in the courſe of one year, in 
conſequenct of the fluctuation of thoſe 

people, will poſſeſs many thouſands of 
names as electors, that the proper 
officers are incapable of giving any ac- 
count of whateyer. Such is the method 
thoſe reforming gentlemen ſo ſtrongly ſo- 
licit for, to enable us to poſſeſs a free 


and i Houſe a * Parliament. 


Again, : 


cn) 


Again, the Sub Committee in ek r report, 


vehemently declaim - againſt an Act of 
Parliament, which paſſed in the reign of 


Henry the VIch, and atiother Act of the 


th of William and Mary, called the 
Trieniaf Bill; they fay thoſe are the firſt 
acts that ſeemed to countenance, the Par- | 
Haments firting beyond the perlod of a 
ſingle ſeſſion, by which means, they pro- 


naounde, that the repreſentation of The G 


Commons Je England is virtually” t 
5 hilated-. Br 


article the twelfth, they propoſe the fitting 
l Parliament to end at a certain period, 

but ſay thoſe regulators of the ſtate, mark 
their words; © The Crown nevertheleſs 
e having power to prolong the Seſſion 
* beyond the ſtated period, if any urgent 
er buſineſs remain unfiniſhed ; in which 
e caſe, the Parliament may continue its 
ing to the firſt Tueſday in July.“ 


i 
Condeſcending creatures! and pray when 
was it known that Parliament continued 
ftltting beyond i its uſual period, excepting | 


only, upon particular and urgent occa- 
ons. 5 


H 9 SY Reports, 


P 
i 
* * - ' $% 
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Report TOTO 17 Reſolved, that che thanks 
ec of this Committee be given to the Chairman 
and Members of the Sub. Committee, for the 
very intelligent report, made by them, relative 
to the election of Members to ſerve in the 
| Commons? Houſe of e. ny i 


Saks „That the report * Tong Sub ne be 
OF printed, and copies ſent to the ſeveral Com- 


ce mittees of the counties, cities, * boroughs 
of chis kingdom.” . erty 7 


C. J. FOX, Carmen, 


| Remarks, &c. With regard to Mr. Fox, 


Ve have not a wiſni to take from him any 


7 1 the merit aſcribed to him by the 


1 3 ſocieties, particularly. as he is 


24 3 


the only man of that party now remain- | 


ing, worthy of notice, to marſhal, direct, 


„ ands order the future operations of the 
| ſcattered few, which with much difficulty, 


can now be collected together under the 


firm or en \ of coop aſſo- 
93 e | 


1 Mr. ec 3 . to his diſ- 
5 tinguiſhed abilities and talents, is not the 
only man in this country who has loſt the 


confidence Ut. 


cee or! bis ; fellow eit by ſuf- 
fering his abilities and principles to be- 
come vitiated and contaminated, by mix- | 
ing with and apparently countenancing | 
men of deſperate fortunes, who having no- 
thing to loſe, but every thing to expect, 
by involving the country in lebnes of 
e ' anarchy and confuſion. 1 
The report W a N o Mc Pie, in 
0 the Houſe of Commons, on May the 6th, 
16580; he obſerved that, © he had not yet 
« determined upon the mode in which he 
= <2 O08 wiſhed the queſtion to be debated, that 
= . he propoſed ſubmitting to the Houſe 
d morrow; at preſent he was inclined 
_ «+9 think that it would be the beſt way 
ce for the Houſe to reſolve irſelf into a 
. Committee, as he wou 1d move ſeveral 
* reſolutions, that would point out a re- 
e medy for the grievances complained of 
cr in the many Petitions which had been 
ce preſented. 


23 


— 


12 The above Adurän ö Hach . bg on 
ON Mes Pitt every ſpecies of caluinly and 
miſrepteſentation, for withdrawing him- 

ſelf from having any further concern with 

Og H 2 5 -- the 
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the reforming ſocieties or their plan , that 
the, utmoſt of their united ingenuity and 


Og prompritude in * A, W and 
. ſuggeſt. 


it may 5 W to enquire har effect 

Mr. Pitt's conduct, on the above occaſion, 

lad on the minds of the great body of the 

people, and itwilt appear, his conduct on 

that oecaſion, raiſed him to a degree of 

e ſtimation and confidence with his fellow 

Citizens, that ſew miniſters, if APY ever 
TM enjoyed, none ever exceeded, - 


we 3 3 o ad. which. 
3 had long and artfully been meditating by 
_ _. . the emiſlaries and agents of the leaders of 
© ___ that faction, were not only become violent, 
but were carried to ſo great a pitch, that 


che more weighty concerns of the nation 
became in a manner altogether impeded, 
and by the then oppoſition e only 
as a ſecondary coulideration, .. 


© Mr, Pint wiſhing to unite for the ule of 


his country, the complicated and jarring 
intereſts which then, prevailed, thinking 
_ alſo of the many r that were 
then 


* ; 


1 


75 chen. daily echoed through * and e | | 
aohſerving the number of petitions which | 
lay on the table complaining i of grievances | | 

: principally. ariſing, (which thoſe petitions | | 
fe  arcfully ſtated) from the unequal repre- qF 
_.. .... ſentation of the Commons Houſe of Par- 

liament, conſidering alſo that Mr. Pitt at 
that time, with all due ſubmiſſion to his 
ee abilities mas not of long ſtanding 

in the houſe, conſequently i it will appear 
the leſs extraordinary if ſome part of the 
cloven foot attached to thoſe grievous 
omplaints, might eſcape his ſcrutiniz - 
ing attention, acting only upon his uſual 
Juſt and liberal. principles,.. he. conceived 
tit ſufficient to.know that complaints had 
| beenmade and petitions been preſented, to 

| black thoſe complaints; let us then © ſays 

; dtis admirable young ſtateſman, (inveſti- 
| gate them), and ſee if the facts ſtated are 
true, or falſe? If true redreſs, them, if falſe 

feject them,” What does this prove? no- 

ting more than a uniform conduct on 

the part of Mr. Pitt, infdependent;of party 

or of men, to render juſtice if poſſible ta 

«preps e ai Vo 
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( 62 ) 


nur Pitt called on 2 noble Lord ( Lord 


Forth) to know if he continued in that 
'" houſe to ſpeak « on the queſtion of thoſe 


PI, 25 — ons? The noble Lord's anſwer was, 


«that his continuing in the houſe, whe- 
4 ther long or ſhort,” depended not on 


i * himſelf, but on others; he declared, he 


te was averſe to the houſe going into a 


WE committee, becauſe, ir he gave his con- 


* ſent to it, it might be conſtrued into a 


„ confeſſion, that he thought the griev- 


s ances complained of in the repreſenta- 
tion of the Commons were well found- 


. 


4 5 which was contrary to fact, he ſaw 


ee no circumſtances in our preſent ſitua- 


* tion, which warranted any innovation 


2 & ancient "Rus or anne, 75 


« ae 1 þ 


tin the Conſtitution, he ſhould there- 
* fore oppoſe any attempt t to infringe the 


Avi opinion ſo clear Holes; and decihve as 


the above, by the noble Lord, (who had 


0 for many years been A \ 'conftant attendant 
in the houſe, and who had long held the 


flrſt offices in the ſtate, of conſequence 


the noble Lord's s long experience in men 

and meaſures), weighed much in the opi- 

nion of Mr. Pitt, which led him carefully 
Kd to 


(C +63 3). 


to reconſider the whole of thoſe projected 
plans, wiſely obſerving the danger that 


might be involved in attempting to add 


to, take from, or in any reſpect whatever, 


alter or change our invaluable Conſtitu- 
tion, found that ti might be Nen with 


* N * e | 


Al ae matters 1 complaint mw duly 


+ weighed, together with the dangers that 
were ſo jeſuiſtically and artfully inter- 


_ woven, evidently to change a material 
part of the Conſtitution, brought home 
. conviction to the mind of Mr. Pitt, and 


he inſtantly withdrew himſelf from the 


hazardous enterprize, and when we review | 


che whole of his conduct upon that im- 
portant occaſion, together with his wiſe 


and unerring meaſures down to the pre- 


ſent period, it is but juſtice to ſay, that 
bis conduct on that occaſion, fo far from 


incurring ſenſure, does not only now, but 
will i in future ages form a brilliant trait, 
in the character of this truly oe and in- 


5 eſtimable Ruten. : 


cc The Sub 8 think it is bey 


« to obſerve, that the * of liberty were 
5 2 6 then 


3 


0 3.0 


A iy underſtood, though not ſo univer- 
« cally known as at preſent, and that we were 5 
2A war with ound mark e 1 ID {EEE 


82 


Thoſe 1 are Np that the 
| whole of their report ſhould have a regular 
continuation of blunders, for: ſurely they 
| have not the preſumption to ſuppoſe that 
any thing can poſſibly be gathered from 
their reports, to add to the pure and genu- 
ine principles of conſtitutional and legal 
Uberty, ſo long known, and as happily 
eſtabliſned 1 Pare of the 
Niem eee Bien | 


+ 


. 4 3 


ct © Report N That 8 * ; of the 
ce people, to annual parliaments, and univerſal 


« ſuffrage, was maintained by men of the firſt 


cc legal ang: oof ns} information. md the 
wo nation.“ e : 


This Peisgfaph! is already Vt oped | 
to, we have only to acknowledge there 
were perſons at the time alluded to, that 
were fo far betray ed by the apparent 
ſpeciouſneſs of fome plans, as to be 
induced to think they merited conſi- 
deration, and even perſons of diſtin- 
guiſhedd rank, abilities and informa- BY 
tion B 


LY 


of dig the thanks of the Sub Com- 
© miittce for the part he took in their mea - 
ſures, but the whole of the ſubſequent 
conduct of that noble Duke, ſufficiently 
atones for that his only error, but we will 
not hurt the feelings of the Sub Committee 
bol reformers, by aſking them what is be- 
come of all their noble and dignified ſup- 
e porters, they are not to be found as their 
= * Friends in either Houſes of Parliament, as 


( 65 5 
ann rue certain nobde Duke 


honour 


to the Whig Club, ſo much the boaſt of 


rank, dignity and worth, alas! all thoſe 


of dignity and worth formerly to be found 


there, have finally withdrawn themſelves 
from all intercourſe with that connection, | 
nor could one of thoſe reſpectable cha- 
racters be prevailed on to diſgrace them- 

| ſelves in order to countenance” the laſt 
effort of the miſerable few, that with dif- 
© Heulty were collected together the 16th 
day of January laft, to take a laſt farewell 
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col each other, and finally to bid adieu to 
"ne their det d e en 

1 OY 4 Thar the ON mem- 
ee bers of the preſent adminiſtration were mem - 
* bers of Aſſociations for that purpoſe, and re- 
& commended the ſame meaſure to the country 
« at large, as legal and conſtitutional. Not- 
« withſtanding which, ſeveral members of the 
« Britiſh Convention, meeting at Edinburgh, 
« and whoſe only pen to obtain, by peaceable 
means, annual parliaments and univerſal ſuf- 
ce frage, have been lately ſentenced to fourteen 
8 years nne beyond ſeas, wherever his 


in ni ſhall wilt proper. 


g 
. 4 22 


e * When x we aer 1 8 frail- 5 
ties ſo unavoidably and imperceptibly 
interwoven in our nature, it would be a 
bold aſſertien indeed, for to ſuppoſe the 
; EUs guarded and cantious.of men could 
- finally paſs through human life, without 
f falling under the ſenſure of ſome one or 
bother of thoſe errors, and happy would 
| | . 


' 

| 
' 
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lt have been for thoſe perſons, had they 
followed the example of their ſuperiors, 

and deſiſted from perſevering in plans 
| whoſe object ſeems confeſſedly, to be 
attended with the moſt ruinous conſe- 
Report concluded. de Whereas aſſertions have 
*© been thrown out reſpecting the preſent Aſſo- 
* ciations of the counties, cities and incoporate 
bodies of this kingdom, repreſenting them as 
| « unconſtitutional and illegal, and as tending 
« to endanger the public - tranquility, ; Re- 
tc ſolved, that the people of England have an 
te undoubred right to aſſemble  peaceably, 
ce order to conſider and reſolve upon the proper 
« meaſures for reſtoring the freedom and inde- 
"6 Eg Houſe of Parlia- 
; | ommitees of correſpon- 
= 9 in the proſecu- 


ce tion of that deſign, and to aſſociate in a legal 
< manner for the ee of. carrying ſuch reſo- 


N lutions i into effect. n 
. 1 2 1 os | Remarks 


Remarks, Nc. That the people of England 


+ have & right to affemble to conſider of the 


| beſt means to obtain redreſs for any actual 
or real grievance, whether by petition to 
to Parliament, is moſt cer- 
tain, but thoſe applications muſt be made 
in a nen and ee rt and no 
ann be made to the ſheriffs ds a” 
number of reſpectable frecholders, ſtating 
in writing the ticulars of ſuch applica- 

tion, and as to cities and borough. towns. 0 
dhe ſame mode of applications muſt be 
made to the er magiſtrates, all 
ſuch applications to be ſubject to the con- 

lideration of ſuch ſheriffs, mayor and ma- 
giſtrates for the time e for then to 


| Tn grout of he danger of fic 8 


et of Londen, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, 
ougght, and we truſt will ever operate as a 


t legal authority, we will only 

mention one, which eee, hap- 
| pened in the year 1980; the deſtruction 
ion that then fell on the cities 


- caution to the Executive Power, never 
to aſſemble, be their pretence what it 


| preſent mode of che repreſen 


As aki extreme gi that in 
all human probability would follow any 
- - attempt to alter, amend, or change the 


Commons Houſe o Parliament, is eaſy 


to conceive, yet as a further and more 
powerful reaſon, by every poſſible means 
to prevent and diſcountenance every ſuch 
plan, however ſpecious'| it N appear, 


= . 
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under the uſual pretext of reform, whether 


in church or ſtate, we have had warning 
ſufficient againſt thoſe machiavelian at- 


tdempts, by turning our eyes, however 


> painful, « to * 2 


"of miſery in the en "PIN of human 


_ evils; which the inhabitants of that Hifated 
| _— hath not daily and' hourly experi- 


_ enced? From whence aroſe all thoſe direful 
events, eee A word that 
is now become as hateful as it is: dangerous 


under the pretence of obtaining a reform in 
* Executive Government of France, the 


ers poſſeſſed themſelves of power, 


proceed en nt till they laid vio- 
u their Sovereign, and after a 
ought his head to the block, 


2 alſo that of his unfortunate. Conſort ; 
their next ſtep was that of renouncing 
every thought of religion, and with that 
every principle of humanity and virtue, 

| Wy 
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GP 
they murder indiſcriminately ſuch of the 


+. Clergy as fall into their hands; their 


' temples are deſpoiled, the palaces plun- 
dered, the towns are deſolated, and whole 5 
provinces laid waſte, all thoſe calamities 
are carried on by a dreadful banditti of 
monſters, whoſe every ſtep is marked 


by robbery, rapine, and murder. 


* 


Such, my fellow citizens, have been the bale- 

ul effects of reformers in France, ſurely 

_ - then ſhall we as Britons for a moment 

| heſitate to unite, and puniſh with the 

_ utmoſt ſeyerity, wherever they may be 

found, thoſe whoſe practices tend to 

introduce in this country the like ſcenes 
of anarchy and ruin. VVV 
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